Antarctic Virtual Tour



(websites taken directly from Tramline virtual tour http://www.tramline.com/sci/antarctic/)
Today we head south, way south to the Antarctic to explore a special region of the world. Rather than make the long flight with the expense and the cold, we are going to go virtually ! At each site we will examine several pages. There will be information on the continent itself, the land, the animals, the lifestyle, ice sheets, glaciers, and a light show ! Enjoy….
Please explore each link and then return to this page to continue the trip. You may not go to any website not linked to this page.  Remember, there are questions for you to answer – keep your question sheet close by during your travels.  You will also be asked to write a paper about your impressions of the journey– pay attention to what you read, make mental notes. You can return to this trip later to further explore from home if you wish. Get comfortable and let’s go !

The trip is long – we go numerous hours via Australia, New Zealand or by South America. We can go by cruise ship or by plane. There are many rules invoked by the treaty. When we arrive, the views are staggering. Explore the photo gallery on this website to get a feel of the landscape and the incredible natural beauty:  http://www.aad.gov.au/
Now, to get a better idea of the land, we are going to a different site: www.coolantarctica.com http://www.coolantarctica.com/Antarctica%20fact%20file/antarctica%20environment/whats%20it%20like%20in%20Antarctica.htm  Remember to read go to page 1, page 2 and the fun facts section. Also check out the cruise and travel guide to find out what it takes to go on a trip there today.
What exactly is an ice sheet? Apparently Antarctica is made up of two of them. Let’s find out .http://www.nsf.gov/od/opp/antarct/science/icesheet.jsp
Glaciers are a prominent piece of the landscape here. They are fascinating …..this site will answer many of your questions:    http://nsidc.org/glaciers/questions/what.html
Who is in charge of this great piece of ice??    http://www.nsf.gov/od/opp/antarct/anttrty.jsp
The most wonderful light show anywhere……do the tour http://www.exploratorium.edu/learning_studio/auroras
We hope you have enjoyed the trip ! Review your question sheet to make sure you have covered each question. Come back for a further visit and exploration soon !!

Karen Bolch, SCSU Tour Guide

Field Trip Short Answer Questions:

On a separate sheet of paper, please answer each of the following questions:
1. Which picture surprised you the most?
2. How big is the Antarctic and how is it described?
3. Describe the climate and temperature ranges.
4. What plants and animals live there?

5. What are the natural resources?

6. Are there any people living in Antarctica?

7. Who is in charge of the continent?

8. What is an ice sheet?

9. What is a glacier?

10. Have you ever seen a light show before? Did you like it?
For your homework tonight:  Please answer both of the following questions in a one page typed paper; (font size 12, 1 inch margins) 
· What did you learn from our trip that you did not know before, and found interesting? 
· Would you like to take the journey yourself, and if so, why? 

Lesson Plan
Title 


Antarctic Virtual Field Trip

Grade Level

 6th
Subject 

Antarctic Personal Exploration –

Concept : 

to give an overview of the continent before we begin the Shakelton explorer units.

Equipment: 

Computer Lab, for at least one full period, Handout with questions & paper topic 



question

Assessment: 
questions answered, paper to provide what made most impression. Questions are worth 10 points each. Paper is a stand alone grade.

Objective:
Given the virtual field trip experience, students will answer 10 questions about the Antarctic region with an 80% accuracy and write a paper including a general impression of the land and lifestyle after the class.

Process:
This can be done individually, as two person teams or as a class. Each link is visited and the relevant questions answered from the material offered. Students
are free to further explore each website and are given access to the virtual tour from home by posting it on the library website. Emphasis needs to be made that visiting any other sites is unacceptable.
